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Kevin’s Secrets in the Novel “So Much Blue” by Percival Everett
The novel is written in the first-person perspective by a narrator who is a 56-year-old abstract artist, Kevin Pace. The narrative has been subdivided into three stories that are told in alternating chapters that are ‘House,’ ‘1979’ and ‘Paris. Kevin is a man who is not proud of many things he does in his life, and his life is full of secrets that he keeps from his family.
In the first story, ‘House,’ Kevin has a secret, he has a huge painting which he locks in his studio. Pace seems to be an introverted painter who keeps many secrets from his family and friend Richard. He has been working on the painting for nine years, and no one has any idea it exists. Kevin and his wife lived in a house with their two children, April and Will in England. The children were teenagers, and Pace relationship with the children grew distant with time when he stopped interacting with them when they became much older. Kevin struggled with alcoholism throughout this time. Pace seems to be a troubled man probably from his past encounters that changed his life completely.
Pace tells of the 1990s; he is about 46 years old and a successful painter at the time. At this time Linda was visiting a friend. It all started when Pace and Victoire brushed hands at a lecture in Paris. After the conference they had coffee. The next day they met in a restaurant and to Victoire’s flat where they kissed. Kevin then told Linda that he would remain in Paris to help his gallerist. It is at this time in Paris launch while assisting the gallerist in he decides to "disappear" in an affair with Victoire for three weeks. Victoire was a young French watercolorist. Pace plans to return to his family after the incident but his new experience in the affair gives him psychological release, and he can expose the secret he has been keeping from his family. In Rhode Island, he acknowledges that he misses his lover and is aware that the affair he has is not right. Victoire is a young lady, 22-year-old who is interested in a 40-year-old who is married.  She confessed she loved Pace and introduced him to his mother who was aware that he was married. Victoire’s mother manages to keep the affair a secret from the father since they come from a French family and race figures out slightly in this chapter. Linda then suspected that Pace had been drinking again, but he wasn’t aware of the adulterous affair her husband was engaging. When Richard visited the gallery art at the opening, Kevin confessed to him of the adultery. During that night, when Kevin met Victoire, he admitted to her that he had buried a child back in El Salvador and had killed a man too. Victoire too confessed that she had suicidal thoughts sometimes. Later, Victoire returned to the hotel before he left to his family and told Kevin she loved him though they both knew that they would never see each other again. At this time he feels free to initiate a sizeable autobiographical painting although he still chooses to keep the masterpiece out of view from his family. 
The novel opens about a decade after Pace’s Parisian visit (Everett 101) and this happens about 30 years from his experience in Central America. Pace the ponders two disturbing memories which are the affair he had ten years ago with Victoire and the 1979 crazy tour he and his friend made in Central America in the search for Tad (Early). In El Salvador, they experienced the year of living dangerously due to war. The country is on the verge of a civil war. They get help “the Bummer” but they face serious jeopardy. In 1979, Pace and Richard who are best friends traveled to Central America to look for Tad who is Richard’s brother and a drug-dealer. They looked for him in El Salvador, and at this time the state was experiencing a civil war. Pace was a painter while Richard was a medievalist. Richard and Pace had been friends for long, and so they understood each other most. Both Kevin and Richard were graduates from the same university, and the friendship had bonded for many years. On their search, they were directed by an anonymous man to Bummer. In desperation, they looked for Bummer who offered to drive to a mountain from the city. They had stopovers at the cantina and an empty meadow but were unfortunate in their search as no one seemed to know Tad. It was then that they visited a mall village where they had an encounter with a family that was mourning a girl who had been murdered by soldiers in the civil war. Both the father and the brother of the dead girl were standing nearby crying helplessly at the ugly scene. Richard and Kevin offered to bury the girl, and the three later returned to Cantina. In Cantina, they met Carlos, a man who took photographs of dead people and sold them to the family members as his way of living. Later, Bummer drove Kevin and Richard back to the hotel where they spent the night, and he returned the following day. They went to a bar, and a man offered to give the location of Tad if they paid the price for it. Carlos joined them, and they left the city which was becoming unsafe due to the aggressive soldiers and protestors confrontation. They drove to the lakeside where they met Tad. They took Tad with them but had to run through the jungle since the drug dealers were shooting at them. Unfortunately, Bummer was killed in the shooting. Pace, Carlos, Richard and Tad managed to get back to the car safely had to drive back to the hotel since Richard had mistakenly left his passport there. On reaching the city, Kevin used Bummer’s handgun to threaten Carlos and managed to have him leave the car. There were chaos and riots all over the streets. Kevin was left in the car while Tad and Richard went on foot to the hotel to pick the passport. Kevin decided to burn Carlos photographs in a trash can but was shot at by a solder. In defense, Pace shot back with Bummer’s handgun and killed a man. Kevin drove to the hotel to pick Tad and his friend and drove to the airport. They were set to leave for Los Angeles, and Kevin was interrogated at the airport but were allowed to leave. Kevin confessed to Richard about the killing but never told Linda about it. When on the search for Tad, Pace experienced some trauma which disturbs him existentially throughout the book. 
When they returned home, Kevin went into depression and found comfort in alcoholism. His paintings became famous, and he initially isolated himself from Linda and Richard. He later established a routine with Linda although he did not love her. Harsh experiences made Pace propose marriage to Linda although they did not have the best of relationship, with the hope he would reduce the trauma he experienced in his sleep. He says “I married Linda. She was happy. I was content. We set about life. Years passed, and my arrested development stalled our having children. But all of us finally develop, and I did too, and so we did have children. I loved both my daughter and my son. I felt normal. I felt safe” (Muyumba). They were married for years before they got children. Kevin was not for the idea to have children but later agreed.
Currently, April, a 16-year-old, is is in a fix in the family when she confesses to her father Pace that she is pregnant. She demands that her father keeps the matter a secret to Linda. Kevin at this time has multiple conversations with himself on whether to keep the secret or to tell his wife. He wonders to himself if he is a supportive father to the daughter or just an inept. He is not sure the best step to take on this matter at first. Kevin decided to share the story with his friend Richard on the best way forward on the issue, and they had multiple conversations. Pace also went to Frazars’ Feed store to purchase a fly-killing that he would use to destroy his private painting and it was at this time that the store owner and his son Jason delivered the machine to his house that he becomes convinced that Jason was responsible for April’s pregnancy. Later, April confessed that he was not but declined to give the details of her baby’s father. As time went on, April continued showing hostility to her mother Linda, and signs of fatigue and nausea began to show. After several days, Pace decides to tell Linda about the pregnancy, but before then, something happens. Will enters the bedroom and says April has been breeding. Kevin and Linda run to the bathroom and determine that April has a miscarriage. In shock, Pace goes downstairs, and Linda helps her daughter. When Linda realizes that Kevin was aware she was exectant, she was disappointed and asked him if he had any other secrets he would have kept from her. Again, Pace lied to Linda that there were no other secrets he had. 
Kevin seems to second guess his actions in the whole narration in the novel which makes it attractive to the reader. He says, “I am not old by current standards, sixty is the new forty. Seventy is the new fifty. Dead is the new eighty. That is to say that if I died today everyone would comment on my youth and yet if I broke my leg trying to leap the back fence everyone would call me an old fool” (Muyumba). He admits that the affair in Paris made him feel guilty of adultery, but he also says, “I also felt good, and none of what I quite properly had to feel guilty about was to me in any way unseemly” (Muyumba). Kevin describes his situations well in the novel. In Salvador, they had violent encounters which Pace describes in his hidden painting.  They experienced tension with the soldiers in the cantina and Kevin says that his mind darted in odd directions. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The novel drew my attention especially where Kevin says about his painting, “I was both drawn to and repulsed by the olive drab color of their presence, and of a sudden, I was aware that the only bright color in the place was the remaining neon letters of the beer sign. I couldn’t help but enter into an analysis of the color, how to make it, it helped me relax” (Muyumba). Kevin is keeping his traumatic experiences in El Salvador in his masterpiece (Blue, and Everett). Pace tries to teach out using his artwork and use it as a retreat mechanism to the awful experiences. When April miscarries, Kevin returned to El Salvador and looked for the father of the child they had buried and also had a chance to visit the grave. He later returned home to his wife and brought her to the barn to his masterpiece and showed it to her. 
This essay describes Pace as a man who is in not proud of many things he does in his life and the many secrets he keeps from his family. The story is narrated in an interesting manner and captures the attention of the reader.Most of the times Kevin seems to confide in his friend Richard and not his wife, Linda. When he kills a man in El Salvador, he confesses to Richard, but when they return home, he decides to isolate himself from Linda. He later only marries her for convenience and not love. When he learns that his daughter is pregnant, he keeps the secret from Linda until it is too late that she miscarries. He keeps his secret painting from his family under a lock for many years. In Paris he engages in a secret affair with Victoire and Linda could not suspect. Kevin is an introverted man and a secretive man. The novel also intersects with the course readings and discusses the issues that face the modern families.
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